Water Safety

Preparation

No mater what |evel of water safety you will be training your dog, you wll
need a few basic guidelines to prepare yourself properly.

Al ways wear beach-shoes, aqua-socks, old tennies or sone formof protection
on your feet. |If you are unfamliar with the underwater terrain, you could
step on anythi ng--broken glass, fish hooks, dangerous marine life, or

what ever .

Wear a swmsuit, or shorts and t-shirt which you won't mnd getting wet
in. Even if you don't plan to enter the water, unexpected things can
happen at the beach. Be sure to bring towels al ong.

Al ways wear a life jacket when perform ng water exercises which involve you
getting into swimmng depth water with the dog. Al so wear a life jacket in
the boat or kayak--you never know what coul d happen

Tie up your hair, wear "kroakies" on your sungl asses, and nake sure any
val uabl es are tucked away safely. Don't wear valuable jewelry into the
water. A dog could easily rip a necklace fromyour neck with a sw pe of
his paw. Once you |l ose sonething in the water, it is often gone for good.

The water anplifies the rays of the sun, be properly coated with sunscreen
if you burn easily. The shoreline is also a good place for nasty insects,
like deerflies and nosquitoes to congregate. It would be a good idea to
bring along insect repellent for yourself AND your dog.

Training for water safety is just Iike training for anything else. You
want to break down each exercise into small parts. Mke sure your dog can
do all of the things you will ask himto do in the water on |land first.

Make sure that your dog has fluencies in all of the behaviors involved in a
particul ar exercise before you ask himto put those behaviors together in
the formof a water safety exercise. For exanple, if you want to have your
dog take a line out and tow a cranped swi nmer to shore, you should have

al ready taught himthe basics of a retrieve (take it, hold it, give), a go
out to a target, and a recall, both on land and in the water, and of

course, the dog nust know how to swim

Until you are sure that your dog will retrieve whatever you throw into the
water, don't throw anything you need out there unless it is attached to a
line. Wien using long lines in water training, use only the floating nylon
line (ski rope).

Always train with a buddy (human comnpani on). Even the best of sw nmers can
have accidents around the water

Wien getting the dog accustomed to doing water recalls, retrieves or

swimmng, it is best to entice himalong, parallel to the shoreline. |If
t he dog perceives that the bottom suddenly drops off, and he can't touch
any nore, he will be less likely to "be brave" than if he can wade

gradual |y deeper, little by little.

Work together and take turns, and respect everyone else's need to practice
in the water, too. There is only so much shoreline, and only so nany boats
and life jackets, everyone can not use themat once. Practicing in groups
and taking turns is the nost effective way to get your water exercises
done.

Renenmber that during your free tine, the beach nay not be occupied, and it
woul d be a great tine for you and a few friends to get in sone beach tine.

Al dogs know how to swm They just don't KNOWthat they know how to
swim Do NOT throw your dog into the water to force himto realize that he
can swm Wrk gradually and build his trust. Think about how terrified
you felt when you were just learning to puppy paddle.
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